Vesak Day Celebrations in Gautam Buddha University
Buddha Purnima: An Invitation to Awaken

Buddha Purnima—also known as Vesak or Buddha Day—is the most sacred festival for
millions of Buddhists across the globe. It commemorates three of the most profound events in
the life of Siddhartha Gautama, the historical Buddha: his birth, his enlightenment, and his
final passing into Nirvana. All three are traditionally believed to have occurred on the full
moon day of the lunar month of Vesakha (usually in April or May), making this day not just a
celebration, but a powerful convergence of meaning.

The Story Behind Buddha Purnima

Siddhartha Gautama was born around the 5th or 6th century BCE in Lumbini (modern-day
Nepal) as a prince. Surrounded by luxury, he nonetheless perceived the inevitable realities of
human life: sickness, aging, and death .His profound discontent with worldly pleasures led
him on a quest to understand and overcome suffering. After years of meditation and intense
spiritual striving, Siddhartha attained enlightenment (Bodhi) beneath the Bodhi Tree in
Bodhgaya, India. He realized the Four Noble Truths and the path to liberation from
suffering—known as the Noble Eightfold Path.

For the next 45 years, the Buddha compassionately taught the set truths to people from all
walks of life—kings and beggars, scholars and outcasts. Eventually, at the age of 80, he
peacefully entered Parinirvana, the final state of liberation, free from the cycles of birth and
death.

Thus, Buddha Purnima is not merely the celebration of a great teacher’s life—it is the
honoring of the awakening he achieved and the path he opened for all beings.

Vesak Day Celebrations in Gautam Buddha University:

This year, India will celebrate the festival on May 12, but the foreign monastic students of
Gautam Buddha University (GBU) observed it earlier, on May 3, due to their upcoming
semester examinations.

In the Buddhist world, Vesak is revered as the "Thrice Blessed Day", as it commemorates
three momentous events in the life of Lord Buddha Shakyamuni—his Birth, Enlightenment
(Dhammacakkappavattana), and Mahaparinibbana (Passing away). This sacred day
symbolizes compassion, wisdom, and liberation.

On this auspicious occasion, Buddhist student monks and nuns from Vietnam, Myanmar,
Laos, and India jointly organized the Vesak Celebration 2569 BE — 2025 CE at GBU. The
event was conducted in a serene atmosphere that reflected the rich cultural traditions of
various Buddhist countries.

The ceremony began with a procession honoring the sacred statue of the newborn Buddha,
symbolizing the magnificent birth of the Compassionate Father. From the lotus pond near the
Great Buddha statue — regarded as the spiritual heart of the university — the statue was
respectfully escorted to the main altar amid the deep, majestic sounds of Dharma drums and
bells. Multicolored Buddhist flags fluttered in the April sky, blending with the chant of
“Namo Shakyamuni Buddha” that rose like a call from thousands of hearts in unison.

Following that was the candlelight ceremony of prayer and aspiration — each light
symbolizing a wish, a prayer for the world: for the victims of recent natural disasters in
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Myanmar and Thailand, and for those lost in the tragic shooting in India.

After that moment of sacred stillness, the Vesak Sutra chanting session commenced.
Regardless of language, race, or tradition, all participants joined in chanting ancient scriptures
from their homelands — like offerings of spiritual flowers to the Blessed One.

As the final echoes of the sutras faded, the space stilled once more for the Buddha Bathing
Ritual, carried out with heartfelt reverence. Each drop of water represented a vow to cleanse
away greed, hatred, and delusion, and to nourish loving-kindness, compassion, joy, and
equanimity. The first round of bathing was respectfully performed by four representatives
from India, Vietnam, Myanmar, and Laos — a living symbol of unity among Buddhist
traditions in the spirit of harmony and inter being.

The presence of distinguished guests added further grace to the event.

Professor Rana Pratap Singh, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Gautam Buddha University, took
time from his busy schedule to attend the celebration. He congratulated the students on their
magnificent decorations, flawless coordination, and the successful execution of the event, and
bestowed his blessings upon them.

Professor Rana Pratap Singh conveyed his heartfelt wishes that the message of Buddha
Purnima may bring peace, mindfulness, and faith into everyone’s life. He offered his
blessings of the Triple Gem, praying that all beings may be happy, peaceful, and free from
suffering.

Dr. Chintala Ventaka Sivasai — Head of the School of Buddhist Studies and Civilization has
given welcome speech for the occasion.

After the successful conclusion of the ceremony, Tran Duy Canh, speaking on behalf of the
organizers, expressed deep gratitude and heartfelt appreciation to all the Venerable
Monastics, Professors, Teachers, lay Buddhists, and spiritual friends who dedicated their
time, energy, and support to make the Dharma event a success.

“We sincerely receive and honor the merits of each and every one of you,” said Nguyen Van
Quoc. “If there were any shortcomings during the course of the event, we humbly seek your
compassionate understanding and forgiveness.” The faculty Members Dr.C.S Paswan,
Dr.Priyadarsini Mitra, Dr.Manish T Meshram, Mr.Vikram Singh Yadav ,Office staff Mr.
Kanhya, Mr.Ajay, Mr. Sachin etc from both within and beyond the school also participated .

The Vesak Celebration at GBU was not only a religious event but a rare gathering for the
international community of scholars, monastic’s, and lay practitioners to deepen spiritual
friendships, renew aspirations, and reaffirm commitment to the path of service. Beneath the
twinkling candlelight, surrounded by flags, banners, and the sacred rhythm of chanting, Vesak
at GBU became a true symphony of devotion, service, and multicultural beauty.

Vesak concluded in quiet joy — a gentle reminder that a path of awakening was opened over
two thousand years ago, and even in our turbulent world today, we can still walk that path,
together.
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YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_HRXnEvC2Y

fk;ﬂ,;, ‘ ‘v-_r:’)

%ﬁ»’@) oset @gy o

Students of Buddhlst studies & Civilization S
2500

hool


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_HRXnEvC2Y







	Buddha Purnima: An Invitation to Awaken
	Buddha Purnima—also known as Vesak or Buddha Day—is the most sacred festival for millions of Buddhists across the globe. It commemorates three of the most profound events in the life of Siddhartha Gautama, the historical Buddha: his birth, his enligh...
	The Story Behind Buddha Purnima

